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 ‘The Prelude to Decolonisation: the turning of the tide’. This is envisaged to be a 
comparative analysis of justifications of and responses to colonialism from the colonised, 
with a primary, but not exclusive focus, on Africa. The project is at once designed to 
articulate clearly the circumstances of and justifications for colonisation, but more 
importantly to retrieve the voices of indigenous opposition prior to the crescendo and 
irresistible force of decolonisation and postcolonialism.  
 
The conference is organised by Professor David Boucher (Cardiff and Distinguished Visiting 
Professor, Johannesburg), and Dr Ayesha Omar (Johannesburg) and is sponsored by the 
Johannesburg Institute of Advanced Studies (JIAS).  
 
Additional support has been provided by the University of Johannesburg and the British 
Academy/National Research Foundation Chair in Political Theory. 
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